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 In this issue
Welcome to the second issue of ASU News.  In this issue you will read 
about the Las Vegas Metro Police Department and their 10 years of 
using Night Vision Goggles. Sanford Health discusses their first year 
of missions using NVG in South Dakota. We also discuss a new timely 
STC to help aid operators in aerial fire fighting at night.  

In our last issue we announced the first Night Vision Awards at Heli-
Expo.  The Awards were extremely successful.  We will celebrate the 
next Night Vision Award winners at the AirBorne Law Enforcement 
Agency’s (ALEA) annual conference in New Orleans. Join us for drinks, 
and refreshments as we celebrate recipients of the awards.  The ASU 
Night Vision Awards at ALEA will be held from 4-6, Thursday July 21 in 
the convention hall in rooms 288-290.  

If you haven’t seen it yet, we recently launched our new website.  Our 
new site is full of videos, photos and the latest news about ASU prod-
ucts, services, training etc.  We also launched a new microsite that 
explains our new partnership with L-3 Warrior Systems.  This site has 
numerous videos about our new partnership, FAQs, product information 
and more. The new microsite is http://www.asu-nvg.com/forward.

We have always been known for our abilities to customize both aircraft, 
and training.  We have seen a growing need for NVIS Aircraft Confor-
mity education.  We have been teaching courses across North America.  
Our next 3-hour NVIS Cockpit Conformity Class will be taught at the 
Air Medical Transport Conference. If you are interested in attending the 
course visit http://www.asu-nvg.com/register 

In September we hope you will also visit us at the first Night Vision 
Conference in Dallas.  We will be a presenting sponsor of NightCon 
2011.  We will participate in a panel discussion, will teach classes, and 
will have additional information about ASU products and services.  The 
Event will be held September 15-16. You can find out more about the 
conference and register by visiting http://www.nightcon.com.

We hope you enjoy reading our second issue.  
  



Las Vegas Metro Police Department Approaches 
Decade of Successful NVG Missions 
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Las Vegas Metro Police Department (LVMPD) first 
obtained Night Vision Goggles (NVG) equipment 
and training from Aviation Specialties Unlimited 
(ASU) nearly ten years ago for the Air Support 
Unit. LVMPD Air Support Unit member Sergeant 
Garness explains how the NVG have been useful.
 Sergeant Garness operates 180-200 res-
cues a year and nearly 50% of those are at night. 
For Garness, with such an active program, the use 
of cutting-edge technology to successfully com-
plete missions is important and that means imple-
menting NVG technology, “Pilots average an hour 
per week of flying and wearing NVG when they’re 
on patrol at night to stay current when flying. NVGs 
are a great tool,” said Garness.

The NVG are most commonly used in the aid in the 
safe retrieval of lost or injured persons. Garness 
explains how pilots spot people in hard to reach 
places at night, “The person on the ground can hold 
up their cellphone or a flashlight and the pilots can 
locate them miles away. A couple people have been 
rescued by this method in tight canyons,” said Gar-
ness.
 LMVPD Air Support Unit program continues 
to adapt the use of NVG for other needs. They re-
cently started using the NVGs for sling loads. “One 
of the new innovations our program has started is 
moving sling loads with the bottom of the aircraft. 
This is mainly used for the retrieval of bodies, 
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especially the canyons. We hope to start doing live 
loads in the near future,” said Garness.
              Since NVG plays such a crucial role in
successful search and rescue missions carried out 
by the Air Support Unit, Garness says LVMPD has 
stayed loyal to ASU for nearly a decade. “I am very 
impressed with ASU’s staff professionalism, our 
relationship feels more like a friendship. Every six 
months ASU conducts goggle certification and ev-

ery year they come to re-certify pilots.,” said Gar-
ness.
             “We have a deep appreciation for how 
hospitable LVMPD has been towards our staff over 
the years,” said President and Founder of ASU, 
Mike Atwood,  “ASU respects not only the danger-
ous work done by LMVPD, but their determination 
to stay current and keep current with innovations 
that better serve their community.”

Aerial Fire Fighting

Aviation Specialties Unlimited, (ASU) announced 
today that they received a Supplemental Type Cer-
tificate (STC) for the Bell 205A-1 from the Federal 
Aviation Administration (FAA).   The new STC was 
completed for the San Diego Sherriff’s Depart-
ment.  This aircraft will be used for aerial firefighting, 
search and rescue, airborne law enforcement and 
hoist equipment.
                “This is the seventh aircraft modification we 
have done for the San Diego Sheriff’s Department,” 
said Director of Maintenance, Shawn Woodworth.  
“They have been our customer since 2003 and this 
latest STC allows the aircraft to be used for diverse 
missions. The ability to fight fire from the air at night 
in this region has become increasingly important with 
the fire season that has gripped North America and 
this STC will enable them to fight fire at night utilizing 
Night Vision Goggles.”
          To date, the company has completed four 
MD500’s, one Bell Helicopter 205 and one Bell 
Helicopter 407 for the San Diego Sheriff’s Depart-
ment and excited about getting to work on another of 
their Bell Helicopter 205’s. This is the third new STC 
for ASU this year, giving the company 19 STC’s that 
cover 53 model configurations.

Aviation Specialties Unlimited Announces 
Aerial Firefighting STC for Bell 205A-1 
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Bell 205A-1 Modification
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Air Medical

Sanford 
Health’s 
Night Vision 
Goggle
Operation 
Completes 
First Year

 Sanford Health completed its one-year anni-
versary using Night Vision Goggles (NVG) after ac-
quiring three AN/AVS-9 goggles, having their B230, 
modieifed and training from Aviation Specialties 
Unlimited (ASU). Director of Operations for Sanford 
Health, Kerry Berg, reflected on the first full year of 
safe, successful missions.
          Safety has always been a top priority of 
Berg. In 2005, he received national recognition for 
his work in promoting aviation safety with the Jim 
Charlson Award. The award recognizes an individ-
ual who has made significant contributions to the 
overall enhancement, development or promotion of 
aviation and aviation safety within the air medical 
transport community, so it was no surprise he fa-
vored the addition of NVG to the aircraft. Berg said, 
“NVGs were just another step in making sure the 
program operates the safest flights possible.”
          The NVG have not influenced the number of 
calls received by the program but rather the number 
of safe operations. Most of the calls the Intensive 
Air program receive are during the day, but they still 
sustain a significant number of calls at night. “The 
NVG help with weather conditions. In South Dakota 

we experience a lot of wind turbulence,” explains 
Berg. “The wind turbulence can cause the aircraft to 
fly at lower elevations which makes visibility crucial.
       The aircraft’s exterior lights allow us to see at 
night but with NVG we have better visibility of the 
terrain and obstacles. With the NVG we can better 
spot other aircraft and towers. The NVGs definitely 
increase the overall safety of flying at night. The 
increased visibility also assists pilots in landing.”
            Acquiring NVG has been an important step 
in making the Intensive Air program’s flights safer, 
and Berg appreciates ASU’s customer service and 
swift response. “ASU was very helpful during the in-
stallation process and training,” according to Berg, 
“ASU has been quick to follow up on modification 
requests and goggles sent in for maintenance.” 
            ASU provides Sanford Health with recur-
rent training and will provide goggle maintenance 
for five years.  President and Founder of ASU, Mike 
Atwood, said, “We appreciate the work the pilots at 
Sanford Health perform to serve their community.  
ASU will continue to offer immediate support and 
services to assure Sanford Health has a long and 
successful Night Vision Operation. ” 

Left to right, Todd Persson, 
Flight Nurse, Kerry Berg, Pilot, 
Travis Spier, Flight Paramedic.


